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influence from growing in England. Therefore,
he strongly supported Elizabeth who was on
the spot, and whom Cecil, with Philip behind
him, put upon the throne.
When Mary Stuart's young husband the
King of France died she was only in her eighteenth
year. She was only henceforward Queen Dow-
ager of France, and there could be no question
of an amalgamation of the two thrones. Still,
she was French bred and represented French
influence, and her mother of the great French
house of Guise had been the Regent in Scotland,
so she was still a thoroughly foreign claimant
in English eyes, though the legitimate claimant.
And that feeling was emphasized when she went
back to Scotland as Queen the next year, landing
some months before her nineteenth birthday.
So strong was the feeling that her claim might
succeed that Cecil was all for getting hold of
her and keeping her prisoner; and an attempt
was made to seize her as she sailed past the
eastern coasts of England on her way north.
The attempt failed through a fog, but luck
would have it that Cecil had his way in the
long run after all and Mary became his captive.
The way this happened was as follows:
When Mary landed in Scotland the religious
revolution which, as we have seen, had made